
Choosing a University & Course



What are my options 
after Sixth Form?

• University

• Apprenticeship

• College

• Employment

• Degree Apprenticeship

• Gap Year



Choosing the Right University

Before you start, have a think about the following:

• What kind of university – Modern or Traditional?

• How near or far from home do I want to be?

• UK or Abroad

• Do I want to live in a large city or a smaller town?

• Do I want a campus university where everything is on a university site?

• Or a university with facilities spread across a city?

• Living costs – different areas of the UK have very different living costs and it is 
important to consider this

• Transport Links – how easy is it to get to and from my university?

• Accommodation – what is the university accommodation like and what is the student 
accommodation like - you will probably move out of halls of residence and in to 
some kind of shared student accommodation after Year One.



Which Universities are the Best?

Some people may automatically say Oxford or Cambridge, or one of the 24 Russell Group 
Universities.  Whilst it is true to say that these universities have an excellent reputation and 
are well regarded by employers, you should not feel that it is essential to aspire to go to 
one of them.  There are 164 universities to choose from spread all across the UK.  Then, of 
course, there are universities abroad!

The most important thing is to find a course that you are interested in at a university that 
meets your needs, both academically, environmentally and socially.  You will be spending 
your next 3 or 4 years here immersed in your subject and in the extra-curricular life of the 
university.  

Choose wisely and for the right reasons, visit each University if you can before making your 
choice and again before accepting an offer.



Choosing the Right Course - Traditional

More traditional subjects such as:
• Mathematics

• Physics

• History

• Modern Foreign Languages

• English Literature

• Fine Art

• Engineering

• Business

• Law

To more unusual courses such as:
• Viticulture and Oenology

• Horology

• Air Transport with Helicopter Training

• Ethical Hacking

• Brewing and Distilling

• Ethnobotany

• Baking Science and Technology

• Animal Behaviour & Psychology

• Surf Science

There are over 50,000 courses to choose from ranging from



Which type of degree?

• Single Honours Degree – one subject

• Combined honours degree – two subjects studied in equal measure – one degree

• Foundation Degree – usually over 4 years - these degrees often have a DD grade or 
48 tariff point entry level because you will use the first year to acquire the 
knowledge you need 

• Joint/Dual Honours Degree – essentially two degrees in one with a workload to 
match

• Major/Minor degree – a 65/35 balance between two subjects

• Degrees with Placement Years – a year spent working in an arranged placement

• Study Abroad Option – spend a year studying in another country

DIFFERENT DEGREES HAVE DIFFERENT DURATIONS FROM 2 YEARS UPWARDS – DO 
CHECK THIS!!



Course Content Information

• Always take the time to read carefully the details of every course you are 
considering - Geography at one university can cover very different areas to the 
same subject elsewhere….

• Carefully consider alternative courses – remember there are huge variations and 
you may be able to find something that fits with your specific area of interest – ie
‘Geography and Environmental Science’ or ‘Anthropology & Geography’

• Unless you absolutely know the subject you wish to study, use broad search terms –
ie searching for ‘Art’ will bring up more course options than searching for ‘Fine 
Art’



How good is the course?

There are lots of places to look, offering league tables by subject, information 
about future prospects and student feedback covering not only course content, but 
other things such as quality and amount of support and teaching….

Here are some places to look:

https://www.whatuni.com/

https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2021/sep/11/the-best-uk-
universities-2022-rankings

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings

https://www.whatuni.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2021/sep/11/the-best-uk-universities-2022-rankings
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https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings


Course Entry Requirements & Predicted Grades

• At the bottom of the information about each individual course, you will find 
COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

• When choosing your courses – and eventually you will need to choose FIVE for your 
application - it is so important to check that the courses you have chosen are in 
the right range for the grades you hope to achieve.

• It is also essential to check any specific requirements – some courses may stipulate 
that you have to have two science A Levels or Maths GCSE Grade A – if you apply 
for a course and do not meet these criteria, your application will probably 
automatically be turned down.

• So, if you apply for a course requiring AAB and you are expected to get CCD, it is 
unlikely that you will get an offer.

• And, if you apply for a course requiring CCD and you are expecting A*A*A* - this 
may not be a suitable course for you!



Predicted Grades

Universities will either use A Level / BTEC Grades or Tariff Points for their entry requirements.

To establish your predicted grades, speak personally with your subject teachers about what you are 
hoping to study and what they feel you will achieve in your final exams.  This is your predicted grade 
and teachers will confirm this alongside a reference only when you submit your UCAS Application.

Once you have got a predicted grade from each teacher, you can check that the courses you are 
looking at broadly match these grades.  If you want to go to a course or university with higher entry 
grades, speak to your teacher about what you can do to improve your predicted grade as soon as 
possible.

You could also consider adding an EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) to your A Level studies to gain 
extra points.



Tariff Table

Some universities will show A Level 
or BTEC Grades, ie BBC and others 
will use tariff points or they may use 
both.

To work out how many tariff points 
you could achieve, use this table 
(BBC equates to 112 Tariff Points)

You can also use some extra-
curricular qualifications in music 
(Grade 6+) for additional points.



RESEARCH IS ESSENTIAL

Your choice of university and course is very important 

and could define your success in being offered a place 

and your long-term university experience and happiness.

Start now!  Proper research really does take time and 

probably the time required to properly research 

universities and courses, as well as organise visits, is 

hugely under estimated by everyone.

Investing time now will reward you for many years to 

come, not just as you study, but in your happiness in 

your future career too…



If you are certain 

of the exact 

course you want 

to study, 

click here….

And type your 

subject in here…

Searching on www.ucas.com



If you do not know 

where to start, scroll 

down and click here 

to explore your 

options.



And click here…



And here….

Clicking on the two boxes below 

is also very useful. 



And then click on a subject or 

subjects of your choice and you 

will find out everything you need 

to know…



Which you can click on to find 

out more details such as the 

typical grade offer or the 

required number of UCAS 

points….



NOTE ENTRY 

REQUIREMENT 

GUIDANCE



And more…



Scroll right to the 

bottom and you 

can easily see all 

the different 

universities where 

you might study….

Look at circled 

figures for:

• Entry 

requirements

• Student 

Satisfaction

• Average 

graduate salary



From the student 

dashboard at 

unifrog.org/student/h

ome, click ‘Start’ on 

the UK universities 

box

(See powerpoint on UCAS & 

University Teams Pages – Unifrog

Folder)

At Gillingham School we also use Unifrog and this has many 

really useful tools as you search for courses, apprenticeships 

and careers

www.unifrog.org 

http://www.unifrog.org/student/home


And work through 

the stages…



You can also look 

at universities 

abroad or 

Oxbridge

Unifrog will keep 

a record of 

everything you 

look at. 



Some good quizzes to give you ideas

These are both 

excellent 

resources, use 

them to really 

investigate 

careers and 

subjects, for 

example….



Click on each subject to find a 

wealth of information that will 

really help you to decide and 

support your application.

Lots of information about the subject

What grades do you need and what other things will count

What helped students decide on a particular course

An example personal statement for an application to study anthropology

An example of a reference that will accompany your application

Dig deeper into everything about the subject….

Fantastic resources to find Books, Articles, TED 

Talks, Podcasts etc… to read before you write 

your personal statement

Click on the 

subjects box and 

search for a subject 

that interests you…. 

Or search for 

subjects that 

correspond to your 

current subjects, or 

explore all the 

other ways to find 

different subjects.



• Try not to be restricted by your A Level subjects – there 

are only 80 different A Level options…

• Whilst there are 50,000 different degree subjects…

• Think about anything and everything that interests you 

(even if you have never done it before) and then research 

it.

• Whilst some degrees may require certain subjects at A 

Level, many will not.  Many universities also offer 

Foundation Degrees to to build up your knowledge base 

before starting your full degree course and can be 

particularly helpful if your predicted grades are low.

DO NOT LIMIT YOURSELF TO YOUR A LEVEL 
SUBJECTS……



Start building a Shortlist

Make a list of at least 10 courses that interest 

you and the universities they can be found at.

You can use this to collect useful prospectuses 

at UCAS events or plan visits.

As this picture illustrates, research is very 

important and it takes time.

If there is one thing previous students might say, 

it would be that they did not realise the time 

required to arrive at the right 5 choices 



VISIT AS MANY UNIVERSITIES AS YOU CAN….

Many universities will have open days during the summer holidays and throughout the year…..

You can take 5 days out from school to attend open days.  We will also be organising a school trip to 

one or two universities.  OPEN DAYS are VERY IMPORTANT….

• You can explore the university

• You can explore the town and/or campus

• You can visit accommodation

• You can see the facilities

• You may find that the university you really thought was the one for you is not, and an entirely 

different university really appeals to you.

If you cannot visit all the universities you want to, use each university’s website to explore as much as 

possible and read what current students say about their experiences there



CALENDAR - CURRENT UCAS YEAR 2022/2023

March Start your research

Friday 18th March UCAS Convention – Westpoint Exeter

Wednesday 4th May UCAS Parent/Student Information Open Evening 

May UCAS website opens for 2023 entry registration

June You should now be making decisions about what you might like to study and 
where, and begin thinking about your personal statement
Students applying for Medicine/Veterinary or Dentistry Degrees 
or Oxford & Cambridge will already be receiving specific in 
school support and preparing their applications.

September UCAS website opens to receive completed applications

15 October Applications must be submitted by this date for Oxbridge and 
Medical/Veterinary/Dentistry Courses

9th December Date by which you should have submitted and paid for your UCAS Application –
this allows it to be checked by the UCAS Coordinator and for references to be 
written and predicted grades added.

25 January 2023 FINAL UCAS Application deadline



Hopefully you now have an idea where to start.

For more help at any time, please just ask Mrs Whyntie in 6LC
(or for Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry & Veterinary Mrs Berry in M8)

THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK!

Remember – THE TEAMS PAGES ARE 

WHERE EVERYTHING UNI RELATED IS 

SHARED.  DON’T LOSE OUT BY NOT 

CHECKING IN REGULARLY…. 

Your source of up to date information 

about open days, webinars, virtual 

universities tours, subject specific 

information, taster lectures, 

guidance and lots more….


